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Emergency? Call 911

As fi refi ghters, we proudly…
TRAIN for you…

Work LONG HOURS for you…
We SWEAT for you…

And LOSE SLEEP for you…
We FREEZE for you…

And SKIP MEALS for you…
Please help us continue serving you 

with a donation today!

BANQUET HALL available for rent!
We are now booking wedding receptions, banquets, 
parties, meetings, etc.

• Comfortable seating for up to 175 guests
• Air-conditioned
• Handicap accessible & plentiful parking

Call 845-794-6330 for more information.

A Firefi ghter’s Prayer

When I am called to duty, God
wherever fl ames may raise,

give me the strength to save some life
whatever be its age.

Help me embrace a little child
before it is too late,

or save an older person
from the horrors of that fate.

Enable me to be alert
and hear the weakest shout,
and quickly and effectively 

to put the fi re out.
I want to fi ll my calling

and to give the best in me,
to guard my every neighbor

and protect his property.
And if according to my fate

I am to lose my life,
please bless with your protecting hand

my family, my friends, my wife.

Amen.
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Refl ective 911 Markers are available for purchase at 
the Monticello Fire Department. Help us fi nd you!

We can’t help you if we can’t fi nd you!

Mailbox 
Marker

Driveway 
Marker

NY State Law requires that every dwelling 
has a carbon monoxide detector. 

Please check ALL smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors on a regular basis. If the batteries are 
bad, replace them immediately!

If you have an emergency, dial 911.



The Monticello Fire Department has 
proudly served our community for over 135 years. 
Ours is a combination department consisting 
of four professional career firefighters and 65 
professional volunteer firefighters. The district we 
serve consists of the Village of Monticello and 
the Town of Thompson in Sullivan County, New 
York. We are the busiest fire department in Sullivan 
County, averaging over 1,200 calls per year. The 
Monticello Fire Department also responds to all 
“life threatening” medical calls within our district.  
Twenty-five of our members are trained New York 
State Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs). 

Each year, the Monticello Fire Department 
participates in various fundraising activities to 
help offset the ever-increasing operational costs 
and other expenses not covered by funds provided 
through property taxes. These costs include utilities 
and maintenance of the firehouse building, vehicle 
maintenance, insurance, firefighter training, new 
firefighting gear and equipment, EMT supplies 
and much more. Our goal is to provide the highest 
level of fire protection, fire safety education, and 

emergency medical service to our community, 
while striving for improved productivity and cost-
effective use of our resources.

We understand it can be difficult to donate when 
your household budget is tight, and that’s why we 
appreciate any size donation. 

If a donation isn’t possible at this time, please 
participate in one of our other fundraising events 
during the year: 

• Coin drops (boot collections)
• Pancake breakfasts
• Golf tournaments
• Other fundraising events 

Rental fees for our Banquet Hall in the 
Monticello firehouse also help us to cover 
expenses. Please call to schedule your special event 
in the coming year and beyond. 

Our annual Fund Drive 
helps cover ever-increasing costs  
of firefighting and EMT services. 

Your generous donations
are greatly appreciated.

In April 1874, a major fire occurred in the Village of 
Monticello destroying the Exchange Hotel, Hindley’s 
Saloon, Kent’s Barber Shop, The Republican 
Watchman newspaper office, Billing’s Flour and 
Feed Store, and Curley’s Hotel. This tragic event 
was the major impetus for the formation of a new  
fire department. 

The Civil War had ended nine years earlier and 
Ulysses S. Grant was President. On March 8, 1875, 
a new fire department was discussed and organized 
with 83 charter members. Two days later on March 
10, 1875 they met at Pelton’s hall and the office of 
A.C. Butts and officially formed the new Monticello 
Fire Department. Two companies were organized 
that night: Monticello Engine Company #1, and 
Mountain Hose Company #1. Then in February 
1876, Rescue Hook and Ladder was formed with 124 
members, none of whom were members of the other 
two companies. In 1875, the population of Monticello 
was 912 – so one-tenth of the total population were 
members of the fire department!

Friend W. Johnson was appointed Fire Chief 
Engineer on June 30, 1875 and John F. Tymeson 
was appointed Chief Engineer on August 23, 1875. 
Fire equipment had been kept in local barns and 
businesses until 1893, when it was moved to the first 
firehouse in the Village Hall building on Broadway.

Today, the Monticello Fire Department is located 
on Richardson Avenue in a modern firehouse. We 
are proud to continue a long tradition of protecting 
our community and are dedicated to providing the 
highest level of service. In 2007, the Monticello Fire 
Department was awarded The Seal of Excellence 
by the National Fallen Firefighter Life Safety 
Interactive Program, Everyone Goes Home. In 2008, 
we were awarded The 2008 Code of Fearless Award 
by the National Fallen Firefighter Foundation and 
the New York Firefighters Burn Center Foundation.

Our History

Each year, the Monticello Fire Department answers over 1200 alarms and works over 8,000 hours in service to the community.


